
RICHARD BERRY 
 
Date of Birth: 10 January 1983 

Address:   6 Corner Fielde, Streatham Hill, London SW2 4TH 

Telephone:   07989 816 328  /  020 8674 8982 

Email:    richard-berry@hotmail.co.uk  
 
EMPLOYMENT  
 
2008- Scrutiny Manager, London Assembly (previously Assistant Scrutiny Manager) 

I lead scrutiny investigations into the work of the Mayor.  I conduct research, manage a project team, 
brief Assembly Members, manage externally commissioned research, liaise with stakeholders and 
write reports.  I have worked for three committees (Transport, Health & Public Services and 
Economic Development, Culture, Sport & Tourism) and also co-ordinate all Assembly scrutiny of the 
Olympics. 

 
2008 Public Policy Consultant, JMC Partners 

I conducted policy research, wrote reports and lobbied MPs, ministers and civil servants on behalf of 
clients and two forums JMC provided the secretariat for, the Specialised Healthcare Alliance and the 
London Health Forum. 
 

2007-2008 Policy Officer, London Councils 
I developed policy positions for the London boroughs on health and social care, writing reports and 
consultation responses, liaising with borough representatives and promoting good practice within 
boroughs. 
 

2006-2007 Policy Officer, Alzheimer’s Society 
I conducted research on dementia policy, wrote briefings, articles and responses, and lobbied MPs and 
civil servants. 
 

2004-2006 Research Assistant, Ann Coffey MP 
I briefed Ann on policy issues and managed communication with constituents who contacted Ann 
with policy concerns. 
 

2005-2006 Internships 
New Local Government Network; New Statesman; Centre for Social and Economic Inclusion. 
 

 
KEY SKILLS 
 
Research and policy development 
I have excellent research skills, and a great deal of policy development experience.  My research experience includes 
conducting focus groups, interviews and surveys, analysing government policy documents, working with complex 
quantitative data, and reviewing academic literature.  I am accustomed to developing policy through consultation, with 
both internal and external stakeholders.  For instance, at London Councils my policy work was based on views of 
London boroughs, which I gathered, while at the Alzheimer's Society I collated the views of the organisation's members 
and branches to develop our positions.  I am therefore confident I can help develop Labour Party policy by drawing on 
the views of colleagues, the Shadow Cabinet, MPs, policy forum members, and so on. 
 
Working with politicians 
I am accustomed to working with high-profile politicians.  I worked for Ann Coffey MP for almost two years, based 
firstly in the constituency and then in Westminster.  At the London Assembly I work very closely with Members, 
particularly the committee chairs: I meet with Members frequently to brief them and discuss the direction of scrutiny 
investigations and reports.  I have also been part of an informal group of local government policy professionals who 
provided regular advice and intelligence to John Healey MP when he was Minister for Local Government. 



 
Communication 
I have strong communication skills, both written and verbal.  I have written many briefings, reports and articles; I am 
able to present complex information in a concise and persuasive way.  I have written for a variety of audiences, ranging 
from the general public and stakeholders to senior politicians, and can adapt style and content accordingly.  Verbally I 
communicate with clarity of authority.  I have given numerous briefings and presentations; at the Assembly I manage a 
project team of officers from across several departments, chairing meetings, giving tasks to team members and 
providing feedback on their work. 
 
 
EDUCATION  
 
2004-2005 University of Manchester 

MA European Politics and Public Policy (Research) – Distinction 
 
2001-2004 University of Sheffield 

BA (Hons) Politics – First Class 
 

1999-2001 Ridge Danyers College, Stockport  
A-Level Government & Politics, English Literature, English Language; AS-Level Philosophy, 
Citizenship 

 
 
OTHER EXPERIENCE 
 
Publications 
‘Beyond party politics’, Total Politics, 2008 
Independent: The rise of the non-aligned politician, Imprint Academic, 2008 
‘The rise of the local party’, Open Democracy, 2008 
 The Social Care Network, Compass, 2006 
‘Ideas, Interests and Information: conflicting visions of a supranational information society policy’, Public Policy 

Research, ippr, 2006 
‘Care registration: a missed opportunity’, Nursing Older People, 2006 
‘Survey on challenging behaviour in care homes’, Journal of Quality Research in Dementia, 2006 
‘Electoral terrorism’, New Statesman, 2005 
 
Consultancy 
In winter 2009-2010 I worked on a research project for the 2020 Public Services Trust on a freelance basis.  The project 
focused on how the welfare states has responded to new social risk, and provided background evidence for the 
organisation’s ongoing work. 
 
Knowledge Politics 
In 2006 I founded a website called Knowledge Politics, which promoted research into the political and policy 
dimensions of the ‘information society’ (media, intellectual property, skills, privacy, and so on).  This grew out of my 
academic research at Sheffield and Manchester.  The website later became a postgraduate academic journal, Knowledge 
Politics Quarterly; a new editorial board began managing the journal in 2008. 
 
Labour Party  
Chair, Greater Manchester Young Labour, 2004-2005 
Vice-Chair, North Reddish Labour Party, 2004-2005 
Candidate, Heatons North ward, Stockport MBC, 2004 
Secretary, University of Sheffield Labour Club, 2002-2004 
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